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Recent Michigan Cases Address Ambiguous
Construction Plans and Unjust Enrichment Claims
By Timothy J. Abeska

Just recently, the Michigan Court of Appeals issued two decisions arising
from construction contract disputes. about C.A. Hull Co., Inc.
v. Dep’t of Transportation and Lawrence M. Clarke, Inc. v. Draeger and
the importance of clearly defining contract terms.

By Scott R. Murphy

In Beacon Residential Community Association v. Skidmore, Owings &
Merrill LLP, the California Supreme Court held that architectural firms owe
a duty of care to future homeowners in the design of a residential
condominium building. about this case and the importance for
architects to understand and define their role on a construction project.

By David J. Dirisamer

Why is it important for companies to secure written contracts with all
parties before entering into a construction contract? If companies fail to
do so, they can be left without recourse against a subcontractor whose
error delays the project. about Federal Insurance Co., et. al.
v. Fredricks, Inc., when an Ohio appellate court relied on this rule to hold
that future tenants of an under-construction warehouse could not recover
from a negligent subcontractor.

A Negative Trend for Insureds: Federal Courts Apply
Different Standards Than State Courts When Determining
Coverage

By James J. Leonard, Kara Cleary and Alex J. Barnstead

As federal and state courts diverge on insurance coverage issues, the
choice of forum becomes extremely important to insurers and insureds
alike. Wellons Inc. v. Lexington Insurance Company to learn
more about the federal court’s decision and how the divide between the
state and federal courts approach continues to widen.

© 2015 Barnes & Thornburg LLP. All Rights Reserved.
This page, and all information on it, is proprietary and the

Scott R. Murphy
Partner
Grand Rapids

P 616-742-3938
F 616-742-3999
scott.murphy@btlaw.com

| |€
James J. Leonard

Of Counsel (Retired)

P 404-264-4060
jim.leonard@btlaw.com

-
), N
:

J. Alexander Barnstead
Of Counsel
Indianapolis

P 317-231-7737
F 317-231-7433
abarnstead@btlaw.com

Construction


http://www.btlaw.com/recent-michigan-cases-address-ambiguous-construction-plans-and-unjust-enrichment-claims-04-16-2015/
http://www.btlaw.com/california-expands-liability-for-architects----duty-of-care-owed-to-third-party-condo-buyers-04-16-2015/
http://www.btlaw.com/california-expands-liability-for-architects----duty-of-care-owed-to-third-party-condo-buyers-04-16-2015/
http://www.btlaw.com/ohio-court-re-affirms-economic-loss-rule-04-16-2015/
http://www.btlaw.com/ohio-court-re-affirms-economic-loss-rule-04-16-2015/
http://www.btlaw.com/a-negative-trend-for-insureds-federal-courts-apply-different-standards-than-state-courts-when-determining-coverage-04-16-2015/

property of Barnes & Thornburg LLP. It may not be
reproduced, in any form, without the express written
consent of Barnes & Thornburg.

This Barnes & Thornburg LLP publication should not be
construed as legal advice or legal opinion on any specific
facts or circumstances. The contents are intended for
general informational purposes only, and you are urged to
consult your own lawyer on any specific legal questions
you may have concerning your situation.

Visit us online at www.btlaw.com and follow us on Twitter
@BTLawNews.



